Highly cited articles in Physics in Medicine and Biology
For over 50 years, Physics in Medicine and Biology has published many of the most highly cited papers in the field of Medical Physics. Ten years ago, Patterson (2004) compiled a list of the ten most highly cited articles in the journal. This list was updated using the Web of Science index, once again ranked by total citations (table 1), but also by citations per year (table 2) . Data were collected on 10th April 2014. Only a few 'old classics' remain, owing to the very high number of citations received by the 'rising stars' in the last few years. Ten years ago, the top ten articles were cited on average 15.0 times per year between 2000 and 2003 (Patterson 2004 . For the list in table 1, the citation rate over a similar period is 62.0. When articles are ranked by the mean number of citations per year, this trend towards more citations in recent years is even more apparent. This may be because of easy access to online archives, the greater volume of published material produced each year, or an increase in the number of references within a typical paper? Whatever the balance of reasons, it is likely that these lists will look quite different in another ten years' time.
Since 2006, an annual prize has been awarded by this journal for the article most cited in the previous five years (Harris and Webb 2006) . From the lists below, Jan et al (2004) These exceptional articles do not tell the whole story of the journal, and citation is at best an indirect measure of quality (Patterson and Harris 2009 ). However, I hope readers find this short investigation to be of interest. Gabriel et al(1996b) 56.7 116.5 1 Gabriel et al (1996c) 55.4 125.0 2 Gibson et al (2005) 51.4 69. 8 Gabriel et al (1996a) 42.7 85.5 6 Sidky and Pan (2008) 39.0 62. 8 Chapman et al (1997) 38.8 53.0 7 Hill et al (2001) 36.4 46.5 Sarvas (1987) 34.1 44.3 3 Christ et al (2010) 31.2 35.3
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